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study of the anatomy both of men and horses, and in master-
ing the art of making bronze casts on a large scale. Then
he made sketches of parts of the statue and finally a plaster
model of the whole; but when it was almost finished he
became dissatisfied with it, and began all over again. It
was not until 1493, nearly ten years after he entered the
service of the Duke, that he exhibited the finished model.
It was of enormous size, being no less than twenty-six feet
high, and records of the time show that it excited immense
admiration. Unfortunately it was never cast in bronze, for
a few years later Milan fell into the hands of enemies of
the Duke, and the great plaster model was first damaged
by being shot at, and then completely destroyed.

But during those remaining years in Milan Leonardo
did other marvellous work. When plague broke out in the
city, which was very insanitary, he made plans to reconstruct
it on modern lines. He also made plans for beautifying
the Fort and completing the Cathedral, but they were not
carried out. The work for which he is most famous of
all was begun in 1494; that was his great wall-painting of
*The Last Supper'. Just as in Ajanta the Buddhist monks
have painted the walls of their monastery with pictures of
scenes from the life of their great teacher, so in Italy it was
the custom to have scenes from the life of Christ painted
on the walls and ceilings of churches and monasteries.
The richer monasteries often employed the most famous
artists to do these. This was how it came about that Leo-
nardo was asked to make on the wall of the monks' dining-
hall a great picture showing the last supper which Christ
had with his twelve disciples before he was arrested by the
Romans. Leonardo took four years to complete this picture.
Unhappily, just as in the case of the Ajanta paintings, the
weather has affected the plaster of the wall on which it was
painted, and it is no longer to be seen in its original pzrf&Am.
But even as it is, it is one of the greatest masterpieces of
painting that has ever been created.

Leonardo's next work was to help a friead of his* a- great
mathematician, in the writing of a book oa matbe-